
2964

Jan. 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2001

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the
Middle East Peace Process
January 19, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the emergency declared with respect
to grave acts of violence committed by foreign
terrorists that disrupt the Middle East peace
process is to continue in effect beyond January
23, 2001, to the Federal Register for publication.
The most recent notice continuing this emer-
gency was published in the Federal Register on
January 21, 2000.

The crisis with respect to grave acts of vio-
lence committed by foreign terrorists that
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace proc-
ess that led to the declaration on January 23,
1995, of a national emergency has not been

resolved. Terrorist groups continue to engage
in activities that have the purpose or effect of
threatening the Middle East peace process, and
that are hostile to United States interests in
the region. Such actions threaten vital interests
of the national security, foreign policy, and econ-
omy of the United States. On August 20, 1998,
I identified four additional persons, including
Usama bin Ladin, who threaten to disrupt the
Middle East peace process. For these reasons,
I have determined that it is necessary to main-
tain in force the broad authorities necessary to
deny any financial support from the United
States for foreign terrorists who threaten to dis-
rupt the Middle East peace process.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

The President’s Radio Address
January 20, 2001

Good morning. Every Saturday for the past
8 years, I’ve had the privilege of speaking with
you by way of this radio address. Most often,
I’ve talked about meeting our common chal-
lenges with commonsense solutions, practical,
progressive steps to build an America with op-
portunity for every responsible citizen, a com-
munity of all Americans, and a more peaceful,
prosperous world.

We’ve had more than 400 of these Saturday
conversations now, so it’s fitting that this last
one comes on my final day in office. This is,
of course, Inaugural Day, an extraordinary day
for freedom when the magic, the mystery, the
miracle of American democracy is on full dis-
play.

The peaceful transfer of power from one ad-
ministration to the next, from one party to an-
other, may confound others around the globe.
But it reflects the underlying strength of our
Constitution and rule of law.

As my time in office comes to an end, the
most important thing I can say is a simple,
heartfelt thank you. Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to serve as your President and as Com-
mander in Chief to our fine men and women
in uniform. Thank you for the honor of working
with you to build our bridge to the 21st century.
Thank you for the prayers, love, and support
you’ve extended to Hillary, Chelsea, and me
every single day.
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I also want to thank all the men and women
at the White House who have worked so hard
to help me do my job, from the Secret Service
to the Residence staff, to those who keep the
people’s house open for all to enjoy. And I
am forever grateful to Vice President Gore for
his extraordinary leadership and service, to my
Cabinet, and to all others who have served with
me.

For 8 years, we’ve done everything in our
power to reach beyond party and beyond Wash-
ington to put the American people first, over-
coming obstacles, seizing opportunities. That’s
what these radio addresses have been all about.
These Saturday talks have often marked action
taken to make our schools stronger, our environ-
ment cleaner, our food safer, our health care
more secure. Some have been big steps and
some smaller. But every step has moved us for-
ward, and taken all together, they have made
an enormous difference in the lives of our peo-
ple. And we’re not done yet.

I pledged that I would work until the last
hour of the last day. Well, here we are. So,
this morning we’re building on our commitment
to make our streets safer by awarding more than
$100 million to fund 1,400 more police officers
in communities throughout our land. Back in
1992 I promised that we would fund 100,000
police officers across America. With this an-
nouncement, we will have funded 110,000.
That’s 110 percent of our goal. And I thank
our police officers for giving 110 percent to
the job. That’s a big reason crime is down to
a 25-year low.

Now my job as your President draws to a
close, and the work of our new President begins.
I want to wish President-elect Bush, Vice Presi-
dent-elect Cheney, their families and entire ad-
ministration the very best. I know you do, too.
Thanks to your work, he takes the reins of a
nation renewed, ready to move into a new cen-
tury and a whole new era in human affairs.
I join every American in wishing him Godspeed.

In my first radio address, almost exactly 8
years ago now, I spoke about the challenges
we faced at that time but also about my abiding
faith in the American people. Back then I said,
‘‘We’re going up or down together, and I’m
convinced we’re going up.’’ The progress of the
last 8 years, the strong values, can-do spirit,
and basic goodness of the American people
leave me more convinced than ever we’re still
going up.

If we keep working together to widen the
circle of opportunity, deepen the reach of free-
dom, strengthen the bonds of community,
America will always be going up.

Thank you for listening each and every week.
Thank you again for the honor of serving as
your President these past 8 years.

God bless you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:50 p.m. on
January 19 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 20. The
transcript was embargoed for release until the
broadcast.

Statement on Efforts To Redress Wrongs Against African-American
Farmers
January 20, 2001

For too many decades, African-American
farmers have labored in America’s fields without
a true share of this Nation’s agricultural pros-
perity. And for too long, governmental neglect
has contributed to the impoverished condition
of the African-American farmer.

But the Government can right an old wrong.
In December of 1997 Vice President Gore and
I met with a number of people and organiza-
tions concerned with the plight of the black

farmer in this country, including the National
Black Farmers Association, the Southern Coop-
erative, and the Congressional Black Caucus.
The Vice President and I learned at that meet-
ing that since the early 1980’s, thousands of
black farmers had filed complaints of discrimina-
tion against the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA), but their complaints were
ignored.
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